
 
THE WOMEN OF FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES JUMP BACK IN 

ACTION AS FILMING ON SEASON THREE BEGINS  
FOR CBC AND UKTV 

  
 
TORONTO, May 16, 2019 – Shaftesbury today announced that production is underway on the third 
season of the award-winning drama series FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES, for CBC and UKTV, 
distributed by Kew Media Distribution. A top-rated drama for CBC and Alibi, the 10 x one-hour 
episode third season of the hit series set in 1920s Toronto kicked off production with a shoot in 
London, U.K. in April; the series will film on location in Ontario through to the fall. The third season 
sees Frankie face a family secret while episodes bring her and the Drake Private Detectives team into 
the world of British aristocrats, illegal boxing, the supernatural, and political fundraisers. 
 
“Audiences have fallen in love with the bold heroines of Frankie Drake Mysteries, and we are thrilled 
to be back in production on a third season. There will be more history, fashion, and action for our 
characters as they tackle murder, mystery, and mayhem on their cases – all the while toeing the line 
of society’s expectations of women. This is a series that has resonated with a global audience and 
garnered international award nominations since its first season – we look forward to continuing to tell 
these stories,” Christina Jennings, Chairman & CEO, Shaftesbury / Executive Producer, 
FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES. 
 
Nominated for “Best Debut Drama Series” at the 2018 Content Innovation Awards, FRANKIE DRAKE 
MYSTERIES was nominated for five 2019 Canadian Screen Awards including Best Drama Series. 
One of CBC’s most-watched dramas since it first launched in Canada in 2017, the series launched on 
UKTV’s Alibi channel in January 2018 and season two remains one of Alibi’s top-performing shows of 
the year alongside Shaftesbury’s Murdoch Mysteries. 
 
FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES stars Lauren Lee Smith (The Shape of Water, The Listener) as the 
private eye with a mysterious past, Frankie Drake; Chantel Riley (Wynonna Earp, Pearson) as 
Frankie’s fearless and clever partner, Trudy Clarke; Rebecca Liddiard (Departure, Alias Grace) as 
morality officer, Mary Shaw; and Sharron Matthews (Mean Girls, Odd Squad) as morgue attendant, 
Flo Chakowitz. Returning guest stars include Wendy Crewson (The Detail, Slasher, Saving Hope) as 
Frankie’s occasional-con-woman mother, Nora; and Grace Lynn Kung (Mary Kills People, The 
Carmilla Movie, Star Trek: Discovery) as café and speakeasy owner, Wendy Quon; new guest stars 
this season include Honeysuckle Weeks (Foyle’s War, The Five) as Agatha Christie. 
 
Set in 1920s Toronto, FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES follows the city’s only female private 
detectives, Frankie Drake (Smith) and her partner Trudy Clarke (Riley) as they fight crime with the 
help of keen police morality officer Mary Shaw (Liddiard) and spirited morgue attendant Flo 
Chakowitz (Matthews). In a time of change and hopefulness, their gender is their biggest advantage 
as they defy expectations and rebel against convention. The Drake Private Detectives take on cases 
that explore every cross-section of Toronto, from gospel church choirs, bathing beauties and the early 
cinema scene, to the homes and private parties of the city’s elite. Frankie and Trudy’s fearless sense 
of adventure gets them into all kinds of trouble, but they always manage to find a way out. They are 
new detectives for a new world – but is the world ready for them? 



 
Created by Carol Hay and Michelle Ricci, FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES is executive produced by 
Christina Jennings, Scott Garvie, Peter Mitchell, and Carol Hay; Peter Mitchell also serves as 
showrunner. John Callaghan and Julie Lacey are co-executive producers, and Teresa Ho serves as 
producer. 
 
A CBC original series, FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES is developed and produced by Shaftesbury in 
association with CBC and UKTV, with the participation of the Canada Media Fund, the Canadian Film 
or Video Production Tax Credit, and the Ontario Film and Television Tax Credit. Kew Media 
Distribution is the global distributor of the series.  
 
Cast on Twitter: @L_L_S, @chantel_riley, @RebeccaLiddiard, @SharronMatthews 
 
Frankie Drake Mysteries Series Social Channels: 
Facebook: facebook.com/FrankieDrakeonCBC 
Twitter: @CBCFrankieDrake, @CBC, @alibi_channel 
Instagram: cbcfrankiedrake 
#FrankieDrakeMysteries #MysteryMonday 
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To download this release and for more information on this and other Shaftesbury series, please visit 
the Shaftesbury media site at shaftesbury.ca/media. 
 
 
About Shaftesbury 
Shaftesbury is an award-winning creator and producer of original content for television, film, digital, 
and brands. Shaftesbury's current slate includes 13 seasons of Murdoch Mysteries for CBC, UKTV, 
and ITV STUDIOS Global Entertainment, three seasons of detective drama Frankie Drake Mysteries 
for CBC, UKTV, and Kew Media, three seasons of critically acclaimed thriller series Slasher for 
Netflix, as well as new primetime series Hudson & Rex for Citytv/Rogers Media, and Departure for 
Global/Corus Entertainment. Shaftesbury's digital arm produces original digital, convergent, and 
branded entertainment projects including the global phenomenon and MIPTV Brand Content of the 
Year award winner Carmilla. Shaftesbury’s branded entertainment division drives profitable 
engagement with millennials using scripted series, turning brands into executive producers. Recent 
brand partners include Walmart, Interac, U by Kotex®, and RBC. 
  
About CBC/Radio-Canada: 
CBC/Radio-Canada is Canada’s national public broadcaster. Through our mandate to inform, 
enlighten and entertain, we play a central role in strengthening Canadian culture. As Canada’s trusted 
news source, we offer a uniquely Canadian perspective on news, current affairs and world affairs. 
Our distinctively homegrown entertainment programming draws audiences from across the country. 
Deeply rooted in communities, CBC/Radio-Canada offers diverse content in English, French and 
eight Indigenous languages. We also deliver content in Spanish, Arabic and Chinese, as well as both 
official languages, through Radio Canada International (RCI). We are leading the transformation to 
meet the needs of Canadians in a digital world. 
 
About Alibi 
Sky 132, Virgin 126  
Alibi is the only TV channel dedicated to crime drama, promising the best selection from the genre 
premiering hit US series such as Rosewood and Quantico. The channel also features some of British 
TV's best-known detectives such as Miss Marple and most-loved British crime dramas including 



Death in Paradise, Father Brown and Silent Witness. Plus, the original crime scene detective Doctor 
William Murdoch in the channel's popular co-production, Murdoch Mysteries. 
alibi.uktv.co.uk | @alibichannel 
 
About Kew Media Distribution 
Kew Media Distribution, part of Kew Media Group, distributes a diverse catalogue of film, television 
and digital assets to broadcasters and viewing platforms across the world. Kew Media Distribution 
manages international rights to a library of over 11,000 hours of TV and digital content, including 
major drama series, non-fiction entertainment, special event programming, kids’ series, TV movies 
and mini-series. For more information, please visit the Company’s website at www.kewmedia.com. 
Facebook @kewmediagroupdistribution.  
 
For more information, please contact:
Meg Campbell / Manager, Publicity / Shaftesbury / 416-363-1411 x163 / mcampbell@shaftesbury.ca 
 
Judy Lung / Director, Communications & Marketing / Shaftesbury / 416-363-1411 x186 / 
jlung@shaftesbury.ca  
 
Sarah Goddard / Publicist / CBC / 416-205-2983 / sarah.goddard@cbc.ca 
 
Ali Laurie / Network Communications Executive / UKTV / ali.laurie@uktv.co.uk  
 


